AGENDA SUMMARY
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 2:30 P.M.
ZOOM TELECONFERENCE

Please click the link below to join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82719570268
Webinar ID: 827 1957 0268
By Phone: +1 699-900-6833

In compliance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20, which allows for a deviation
of teleconference rules required by the Ralph M. Brown Act, Architectural Review
Committee meetings will be conducted by video and teleconferencing through Zoom
Webinar until further notice. Meetings will be broadcast live on Channel 20 and streamed
on the City’s website and www.slo-span.org. Members of the public may participate and
provide public comment on agenda items during the meeting by joining the Zoom
meeting or by submitting written public comments to the Clerk of the Council at
aperez@arroyogrande.org.

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. ROLL CALL
3. FLAG SALUTE:
Hall
4. AGENDA REVIEW:
The Committee may revise the order of agenda items depending on public interest and/or
special presentations.
5. COMMUNITY COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS:

This public comment period is an invitation to members of the community to
present issues, thoughts, or suggestions on matters not scheduled on this
agenda. Comments should be limited to those matters that are within the
jurisdiction of the Architectural Review Committee. Members of the public may
provide public comment remotely by joining the Zoom meeting utilizing one of the
methods provided below. Please use the “raise hand” feature to indicate your
desire to provide public comment.
Please adhere to the following procedures when addressing the Committee:

methods provided below. Please use the “raise hand” feature to indicate your
desire to provide public comment.
Please adhere to the following procedures when addressing the Committee:
•Comments should be limited to 3 minutes or less.
•Your comments should be directed to the Committee as a whole and not directed
to an individual Committee Member.
•Slanderous, profane or personal remarks against any Committee Member or
member of the audience shall not be permitted.
6. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
Correspondence or supplemental information for the Architectural Review Committee
received after Agenda preparation. In compliance with the Brown Act, the Committee will
not take action on correspondence relating to items that are not listed on the Agenda, but
may schedule such matters for discussion or hearing as part of future agenda
consideration.
7. CONSENT AGENDA:
7.a. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the August 16, 2021 Regular Meeting.
Documents:
2021-09-20_7a Approval of Minutes.pdf
8. PROJECTS:
Members of the public may speak on any of the following items when recognized by the
Chair.
8.a. CONSIDERATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN PERMIT 21-016; ONE (1) NEW WALL
SIGN FOR A NEW BUSINESS; LOCATION – 132 W. BRANCH STREET; APPLICANT
– ARIANA LOVATO; REPRESENTATIVE – AARON CRIBBS, AC VINTAGE DESIGN
Recommended Action: It is recommended that the Architectural Review Committee
(ARC) review the proposed sign plans and make a recommendation to the Community
Development Director.
Documents:
2021-09-20_8a 132 West Branch.pdf
9. DISCUSSION ITEMS:
None.
10. COMMITTEE COMMUNICATIONS:
Correspondence/Comments as presented by the Architectural Review Committee.
11. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS:
Correspondence/Comments as presented by City staff.
12. ADJOURNMENT
All staff reports or other written documentation, including any supplemental material distributed to
a majority of the Architectural Review Committee within 72 hours of a regular meeting, relating to
each item of business on the agenda are available for public inspection during regular business

Correspondence/Comments as presented by City staff.
12. ADJOURNMENT
All staff reports or other written documentation, including any supplemental material distributed to
a majority of the Architectural Review Committee within 72 hours of a regular meeting, relating to
each item of business on the agenda are available for public inspection during regular business
hours in the Community Development Department, 300 East Branch Street, Arroyo Grande. If
requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a
disability, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act. To make a request for disabilityrelated modification or accommodation, contact the Legislative and Information Services
Department at 805-473-5414 as soon as possible and at least 48 hours prior to the meeting date.
*************************

This agenda was prepared and posted pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2. The
Agenda can be accessed and downloaded from the City’s website at www.arroyogrande.org. If you
would like to subscribe to receive email or text message notifications when agendas are posted,
you can sign up online through our Notify Me feature.

ACTION MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
MONDAY, AUGUST 16, 2021
ARROYO GRANDE CITY HALL, 300 E. BRANCH STREET
ARROYO GRANDE, CA
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hoag called the Regular Architectural Review Committee meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL
ARC Members:

City Staff Present:

Chair Warren Hoag, Vice Chair Bruce Berlin and Committee Members Jon
Couch and Lori Hall were present. Committee Member Kristin Juette was
absent.
Community Development Director Brian Pedrotti, Associate Planner
Andrew Perez, and Assistant Planner Patrick Holub were present.

3. FLAG SALUTE
Committee Member Couch led the Flag Salute.
4. AGENDA REVIEW
None.
5. COMMUNITY COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
None.
6. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
None.
7. CONSENT AGENDA
7.a. Vice Chair Berlin made a motion, seconded by Committee Member Hall to approve the
minutes of the August 2, 2021, Regular Meeting as submitted. The motion passed 4-0 on the
following voice vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

Berlin, Hall, Hoag
None
Couch
Juette

8. PROJECTS
8.a CONSIDERATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN PERMIT 21-015; ONE (1) NEW WALL
SIGN AND ONE (1) NEW GROUND SIGN FOR AN EXISTING BUSINESS; LOCATION – 214
E. BRANCH STREET, SUITE B; APPLICANT – VIVID FINANCIAL; REPRESENTATIVE –
CARL OSTAPIUK (Perez)
Associate Planner Perez presented the staff report, provided background information about the
project location, size and colors of the sign proposal, and its compliance with Village Design
Guidelines. He specifically asked the Committee for comments about whether the proposed sign
colors complement the building’s color scheme, as required by the Design Guidelines.
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Carl Ostapiuk, project representative, spoke in support of the project and answered questions
from the Committee. He also presented an alternate color scheme consisting of all black
characters for the Committee’s consideration.
Chair Hoag invited public comment. No public comments were received.
The Committee acknowledged that the proposal was in compliance with the Municipal Code and
the Design Guidelines regarding materials and location. The Committee was in agreement that
the alternate color scheme was more compatible with the building’s color and debated whether
the font could be considered historic, as required by the Design Guidelines. The Committee
concluded that the font was acceptable as presented.
Committee Member Couch made a motion, seconded by Vice Chair Berlin, to recommend
approval of the alternate proposal consisting of all black characters, with the suggestion to
emphasize the “V” in the company logo by using of a different paint finish or complementary color.
The motion passed 4-0 on the following voice vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

Couch, Berlin, Hall, Hoag
None
Juette

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS
9.a. DISCUSSION ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DESIGN GUIDELINES AND
STANDARDS FOR THE HISTORIC CHARACTER OVERLAY DISTRICT (Perez).
Associate Planner Perez presented the staff report, highlighting the purview of the ARC and gave
a brief overview of the Village Design Guidelines. He reiterated the objectives of the Design
Guidelines and clarified the distinction between the terms “guidelines” and “standards”.
The Committee discussed various aspects of the Design Guidelines and their implementation,
including the historic period referenced in the document, the process for exceptions to the
standards, and consistency in their application. The Committee was happy with the existing
document and did not express a desire to initiate any changes at this time.
10. COMMITTEE COMMUNICATIONS
Chair Hoag announced he would be unavailable for the September 20, 2021 Regular Meeting.
11. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
Associate Planner Perez inquired whether the Committee would be available for a special meeting
on August 30, 2021 because the next regular meeting on September 6 will be cancelled due to
observance of the Labor Day holiday.
Associate Planner Perez announced that staff will be presenting the draft Accessory Dwelling Unit
ordinance to the Planning Commission on August 17, 2021.
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12. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m.to a regular meeting on September 20, 2021 at 2:30 p.m.
_____________________________

_____________________________

ANDREW PEREZ
ASSOCIATE PLANNER
(Approved at ARC Meeting _________)

WARREN HOAG
CHAIR
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMITTEE

FROM:

BRIAN PEDROTTI, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

BY:

PATRICK HOLUB, ASSISTANT PLANNER

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN PERMIT 21-016; ONE
NEW WALL SIGN FOR A NEW BUSINESS; LOCATION – 132 WEST
BRANCH STREET; APPLICANT – ARIANA LOVATO, HONEYCOMB
HOME DESIGN; REPRESENTATIVE – AARON CRIBBS, AC VINTAGE
DESIGN
DATE:

SEPTEMBER 20, 2021

SUMMARY OF ACTION:
Recommendation for future action by the Community Development Director will result in
signage for a new business in the Historic Character Overlay District (D-2.4)
IMPACT ON FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL RESOURCES:
None.
RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended the Architectural Review Committee (ARC) review the proposed sign
plans and make a recommendation to the Community Development Director.
BACKGROUND:
The subject property is zoned Village Mixed Use (VMU), is located in the D-2.4 Historic
Overlay District, and requires review by the Architectural Review Committee (ARC) for
compliance with the Design Guidelines and Standards for the Historic Character
Overlay District. Furthermore, as part of the Village Centre, this proposal is subject to
the regulations of the Planned Sign Program for the commercial complex (Attachment
1).
ANALYSIS OF ISSUES:
Project Description
The applicant proposes signage for a new interior design studio at the subject location.
The proposal for the Committee’s consideration consists of one (1) new wall sign
installed on the western elevation. (Attachment 2). Sign details are described below.
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Wall Sign
Materials:
Colors:
Message:
Size:
Location:

MDO or Aluminum signboard with Aluminum lettering
Gloss Black lettering; White signboard; Gold Leaf logo
Honeycomb
24”H x 96”L -- Approximately 16 square feet.
North of the main entrance facing west.

The sign proposal meets Arroyo Grande Municipal Code requirements for the number of
signs, which allows one wall sign per public street frontage. The commercial complex is
fronted by two public streets: West Branch and Wesley Streets, however, the applicant
is only proposing one wall sign at this time. With a building frontage of 41 linear feet, the
business is allowed a maximum of 61.5 square feet of sign area. In regards to allowable
sign area, this location’s sign program allows less total signage than the City’s Municipal
Code. The maximum allowable sign area for each tenant is described on page 24 of the
Village Centre Sign Program. Businesses in this commercial complex are allowed one
and a half (1.5) square feet of sign area per linear foot of building frontage.
The applicant’s proposed sign is ninety-six inches (96”) in length and twenty-four inches
(24”) in height comprising a sign area of sixteen (16) square feet, which is significantly
less than the building’s maximum allowable sign area. The white signboard is proposed
to be constructed out of either Medium Density Overlay (MDO) or cut aluminum. The
applicant is proposing black painted aluminum sign lettering as well as a black painted
sign border and a gold leaf painted aluminum honeycomb logo. The sign is proposed to
be installed north of the main entrance above the awning where the previous “Yoga
Village” sign was installed. No sign illumination is proposed.
Design Guidelines
The Design Guidelines state that signs shall be built of wood, metal or other materials
that simulate the appearance of wood or metal and may include raised images or
painted images in their design. The proposed signage will be constructed either out of
metal or a material intended to simulate the appearance of wood. Additionally, the
Design Guidelines state that signs painted on signboard or other thin material shall be
framed on all sides to provide depth and a finished look to the sign. The applicant is
proposing a black border around the sign to meet this requirement of the Guidelines.
Staff is seeking the Committee’s input regarding the preferred material for the proposed
sign and whether the proposed border is sufficient to create the necessary depth.
Village Centre Sign Program
The sign program for the Village Centre specifies the location of signage, lighting
standards and appearance of signage on the property. The proposal is in conformance
with each of the provisions of the sign program. Specifically, the sign program states
that signage should be installed above the awning line over or near their store’s main
entry door. The applicant’s proposal meets this requirement by proposing their signage
above the awning line immediately adjacent to the entrance to the building.
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Attachments
1. Village Centre Sign Program
2. Sign Plans
3. Design Guidelines and Standards for Historic Districts
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F RO NT (WE ST S I D E )

Gold Leaf
Black Paint

Raised gold leafed metal shape
24” h

96” L

WE ST S I D E CA N
Raised Black metal letters
Gloss finish
Gloss Black painted boarder

modified by Ac Vintage Design
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Attachment 3
CITY

OF

ARROYO GRANDE

GUIDELINES & STANDARDS

Signs, Awnings and Rear
Entries

FOR

HISTORIC DISTRICTS

4. Painted wall signs are not appropriate on
facades of unpainted brick or stone.
Signs painted directly on unpainted or
unfinished walls are not appropriate for
the Village Core Downtown and Mixed
Use districts. Wall signs painted on
finished wood and/or painted brick,
stone or stucco surfaces are allowed
subject to ARC recommendation.
Removing or altering painted signs can
cause damage to the surface material.

SIGNS
General

1. Signs shall meet all requirements of the
Development Code, and the provisions
of these Guidelines and Standards for
the district in which it is located. If a
conflict arises between the Development
Code and these Guidelines and
Standards,
the
most
restrictive
requirements shall apply.

Size

1. Signs shall not completely cover kick
plates or window transoms.

2. All
signs,
except
Community
Development
Director
approved
window signs, shall be subject to review
by the Architectural Review Committee
(ARC).

2. All signage is included in the sign area
allowed in the Development Code. This
includes window and awning signs,
logos and graphic representations that
identify the business, product sold, or
service offered.

3. Signs shall be oriented to pedestrians
and slow moving vehicle traffic. This
means that signs shall be smaller and on
more of a human scale than signs in
other commercial districts.

3. Window signs shall not exceed twenty
percent (20%) of the window area in
which they appear.
4. Sign materials and lettering styles shall
be consistent with the historic period.
Location

1. Signs shall be located in relation to the
bays on the façade. Signs shall not

36

Item 8.a. -- Page 30
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OF

ARROYO GRANDE

GUIDELINES & STANDARDS

FOR

HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Materials

obscure architectural features of the
building.

1. Signs shall be built of wood, metal or
other materials that simulate the
appearance of wood or metal.
2. The use of wood-simulating recycled
plastic
material
is
subject
to
Architectural Review Committee (ARC)
approval.
3. High gloss, shiny or reflective surfaces
may be used as accents, but shall not be
used as the predominant sign material.
4. Signs may use raised images or painted
images in their design.
2. Wall signs shall be located near the
entry to the building to better relate to
pedestrian traffic.

5. Sign materials shall complement the
building material, and shall be in
keeping with the historic character of
the Village.

3. Window and door signs shall be applied
where they will not obstruct visibility.

6. Signs painted on a signboard or other
thin material shall be framed on all sides
to provide depth and a finished look to
the sign. Sign frames shall include
carved or routed details or otherwise be
designed
to
complement
the
architectural design of the building or
district.

4. Signs on awnings or canopies shall be
placed where pedestrians can see them.
Under-canopy signs are encouraged in
the Village Core Downtown District to
enhance pedestrian orientation, and shall
be counted as part of the total allowable
sign area.

7. Interior lit and metal canister, plastic
and vacuum-formed letters or sign faces
are not permitted unless specifically
recommended by the Architectural
Review Committee (ARC).
Colors

1. Sign colors shall complement
building color scheme.

the

2. Bright, intense colors are inappropriate
including the use of fluorescent, “neon”
or “day-glo” colors on signs.
3. All applications for sign permits shall
include a sample of the intended color
palette.
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CITY

OF

ARROYO GRANDE

GUIDELINES & STANDARDS

Sign Illumination

FOR

HISTORIC DISTRICTS

3. Awning or canopy color and design
should be compatible with that of the
building on which it is attached and
complement those of adjacent buildings,
both in style and color.

1. Signs may be externally illuminated
with incandescent lights, or other
lighting that does not produce glare and
is designed to conserve energy.
2. Wall, canopy, or projecting signs may
be illuminated from concealed sources
or exposed ornamental fixtures that
complement the building’s architecture.
3. Window signs and window displays
may be illuminated from concealed
sources.
4. Neon tubing signs that approximate the
appearance of historic neon are subject
to approval of the Architectural Review
Committee. All neon tubing shall be
covered with transparent or translucent
material to prevent rupture or shall be
certified by the manufacturer for safety.

4. Canopies and awnings shall be
consistent with the historic period in
regard to size, shape, and materials.
Aluminum, fiberglass and plastic
awnings or canopies are not appropriate.
The use of loose valances and traditional
vintage-stripped awning material is
encouraged.
Canopies and awnings
consisting of materials stretched taut
over a rigid framework are not
appropriate.

AWNINGS AND CANOPIES

REAR ENTRIES

1. Under-awning or under-canopy signs
oriented to pedestrian traffic are
encouraged as part of the overall
signage in the Village Core Downtown
and Mixed Use districts.
2. All graphics, logos, and signs contained
on awnings or canopies shall be
considered part of the total allowed sign
area as defined in the Development
Code.

1. Rear entries are traditionally plain and
unadorned. Common materials include
brick, stone, boards and battens and
wood siding, and these are acceptable
for new construction or renovation.
38
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