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ACROYNMS & ABBREVIATIONS 

2020 UWMP 
GUIDEBOOK 

Urban Water Management Plan Guidebook   

ADU  Accessory Dwell ing Unit  

AF Acre Foot  

AFY Acre Feet per Year  

AWWA American Water Works Association  

CIMIS California Irrigation Management Irrigation System  

CITY City of Arroyo Grande 

CWC California Water Code 

DISTRICT San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water 

Conservation Distr ict  

DMM Demand Management Measure  

DRA Drought Risk Assessment  

DWR California Department of Water Resources  

ETO Evapotranspirat ion  

GPCD Gallons per Capita per Day 

HCF Hundred Cubic Feet  

HCP Habitat Conservation Plan  

IPR Indirect Potable Reuse 

IRWMP Integrated Regional Water Management Plan   

ITL Index Trigger Level  

ITP Independent Technical Panel  

KWH Kilowatt-Hour  

LEGISLATURE State of Cal ifornia Legislature  

LRRP Low Reservoir Response Plan  

LUE Land Use Element  

MG Mill ion Gallons  
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MGD Mill ion Gallons per Day  

MSL Mean Sea Level  

NCMA Northern Cities Management Area  

OCSD Oceano Community Services District  

PRV Pressure Reducing Valve  

RHNA Regional Housing Needs Assessment  

RWFPS Recycled Water Facil i t ies Planning Study  

RWMG Regional Water Management Group  

SBX7-7 Senate Bil l  7 of Spec ial Extended Session 7  

SLOCOG San Luis Obispo Council of Governments  

SMGB Santa Maria River Valley Groundwater Basin  

SSLOCSD South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District  

STATE BOARD State Water Resources Control Board  

SWP State Water Project  

UWMP Urban Water Management Plan  

UWMP ACT Urban Water Management Planning Act  

WSCP Water Shortage Contingency Plan  

WTP Water Treatment Plant  

WUE Water Use Effic iency  

WWTP Wastewater Treatment Plant  
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2022 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

1.0 Introduction 
This chapter provides a brief overview of the 

City of Arroyo Grande (City) and the purpose 

of this 2022 Urban Water Management Plan 

(UWMP).  It also describes how the UWMP is 

organized and how it relates to other local 

and regional planning efforts that the City is 

involved in. 

IN  TH IS  S ECT ION  

• California Water 
Code  

• UWMP 
Organization 

• UWMP and 
Related Efforts 
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This document presents the 2022 UWMP for the City service area.  The City is a general 

law entity, currently incorporates 5.87 square miles of land with primarily residential and 

agricultural land uses. 

In 1983, the State of California Legislature (Legislature) enacted the Urban Water 

Management Planning Act (UWMP Act). The law required an urban water supplier, 

providing water for municipal purposes to more than 3,000 customers or serving more 

than 3,000 acre-feet-per-year (AFY), to adopt an UWMP every five years demonstrating 

water supply reliability under normal as well as drought conditions. The UWMP Act 

applies to wholesale and retail suppliers. The City exceeds more than 3,000 water service 

connections in 2020 and is therefore required by the state to complete an UWMP. 

1.1 Urban Water Management Plan Purpose 
In 1983, the State of California Legislature (Legislature) enacted the Urban Water Management 

Planning Act (UWMP Act). The law required an urban water supplier, providing water for 

municipal purposes to more than 3,000 customers or serving more than 3,000 AFY, to adopt an 

UWMP every five years demonstrating water supply reliability under normal as well as drought 

conditions. The UWMP Act applies to wholesale and retail suppliers. 

Since the original UWMP Act was passed, it has undergone significant expansion, particularly 

since the City’s previous UWMP was prepared in 2016.  Prolonged droughts, groundwater 

overdraft, regulatory revisions, and changing climatic conditions affect the reliability of each 

water supplier as well as the statewide water reliability overseen by California Department of 

Water Resources (DWR), the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board), and the 

Legislature. Accordingly, the UWMP Act has grown to address changing conditions and the 

current requirements are found in Sections 10610-10656 and 10608 of the California Water 

Code (CWC).   

DWR provides guidance for urban water suppliers by preparing an 2020 Urban Water 

Management Plan Guidebook (Guidebook) (California Department of Water Resources 2021) , 

conducting workshops, developing tools, and providing program staff to help water suppliers 

prepare comprehensive and useful water management plans, implement water conservation 

programs, and understand the requirements in the CWC. Suppliers prepare their own UWMPs 

in accordance with the requirements and submit them to DWR. DWR then reviews the plans to 

make sure they have addressed the requirements identified in the CWC and submits a report to 

the Legislature summarizing the status of the plans for each five-year cycle. 

The purpose of this UWMP is for the City to evaluate long-term resource planning and establish 

management measures to ensure adequate water supplies are available to meet existing and 

future demands. The UWMP provides a framework to help water suppliers maintain efficient use 

of urban water supplies, continue to promote conservation programs and policies, ensure that 

sufficient water supplies are available for future beneficial use, and provide a mechanism for 

response during drought conditions or other water supply shortages. 
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Chapter 3 – System Description.  

This chapter describes the City’s water systems, service areas, population demographics, 

climate, and land uses. The City service area generally corresponds to the City boundary and is 

approximately six square miles. The water system primarily includes a mix of residential and 

agricultural customers.    

Chapter 4 – Water Use Characterization.  

This chapter describes and quantifies the current and projected water uses through 2045 within 

the water service area of the City by customer category. In 2020, residential customers 

accounted for 80% of the accounts in the service area.  

Chapter 5 – SBX7-7 Baseline and Targets.  

This chapter describes the Water Conservation Act of 2009, also known as Senate Bill 7 of 

Special Extended Session 7 (SBX7-7) and related Baseline, Targets, and 2020 Compliance. 

The calculated gallons per capita per day (GPCD) for 2020 is 117 GPCD, which meets the 

City’s 2020 SBX7-7 target of 153 GPCD. 

Chapter 6 – Water Supply Characterization.  

This chapter describes and quantifies the current and projected potable and non-potable water 

supplies for the City. Water sources are characterized with information needed to manage water 

resources, assess supply reliability, perform the Drought Risk Assessment (DRA), and prepare 

and implement the WSCP. The City anticipates meeting customer demands through 2045. 

Chapter 7 – Water Service Reliability and Drought Risk Assessment.  

This chapter describes the City’s water supply reliability during normal, single dry, and multiple 

dry water years through 2045. A DRA for the next five years is also included. The water service 

reliability assessment and DRA results indicate that the City anticipates being able to supply 

demands within the next 25-years under normal, single dry water years, and multiple dry water 

years. 

Chapter 8 – Water Shortage Contingency Plan.  

This chapter includes a summary of the standalone WSCP which is a detailed plan for how the 

City will identify and respond to foreseeable and unforeseeable water shortages. A water 

shortage occurs when the water supply is reduced to a level that cannot support demand at any 

given time or when reduction in demand is required for various reasons. The City’s WSCP is 

included as Appendix D and is a standalone document that can be amended separately as 

needed. 

Chapter 9 – Demand Management Measures.  

This chapter describes the City’s efforts to promote conservation and reduce water demand, 

including discussions of specific demand management measures (DMMs). The City is 

committed to implementing cost effective programs that will increase water efficiency throughout 

the service area. 
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received.  The City has prepared the 2022 UWMP under guidance from DWR’s 2020 UWMP 

Guidebook.  
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The 2022 UWMP was prepared in a transparent manner and the City actively engaged 

stakeholders and the public to both seek and distribute water use, supply, and reliability 

information to strengthen the region’s ability to assess and plan for the region’s water 

future. Details regarding the City’s UWMP preparation and the coordination and outreach 

efforts conducted are provided in this chapter. 

2.1 Basis for Preparing a Plan 
The City prepared this 2022 UWMP in accordance with CWC Section 10617.  Suppliers are 

required to update UWMPs at least once every five years on or before July 1, in years ending in 

six and one, incorporating updated and new information from the five years preceding each 

update.  There isn’t a penalty for submitting this 2022 UWMP after July 2021, but a complete 

UWMP is required when signing a State funding agreement. Therefore, this 2022 UWMP was 

not submitted by July 1, 2021 in order to capture evolving critical information impacted by 

ongoing drought conditions, Lopez Reservoir entitlement reductions and contract updates, 

Central Coast Blue development and potential supply estimates, State water use efficiency 

regulations development, and dynamic groundwater conditions. The City has included all 

requisite data in the development of this 2022 UWMP.  

The City is preparing an individual UWMP and is not a member of a Regional UWMP or 

Regional Alliance. The City served an estimated 17,641 people in its service area, through 

6,704 metered connections, and supplied 2,319 AFY of potable water in 2020 to customers. 

Throughout this UWMP, water volume is represented in units of acre-feet (AF) or AFY, unless 

otherwise noted, and data is presented on a calendar year basis. Required DWR tables 

presenting this information are provided in Table 2-1, Table 2-2, and Table 2-3.  

Table 2-1. Public Water Systems 

Public Water 

System Number 

Public Water 

System Name 

Number of Municipal 

Connections 2020 

Volume of Water 

Supplied 2020 (AFY) 

CA4010001 City of Arroyo 

Grande 

6,704 2,319 

Table 2-2. Plan Identification 

Type of Plan Member of 

RUWMP 

Member of Regional 

Alliance 

Name of RUWMP or Regional 

Alliance 

Individual 

UWMP 

No No NA 
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Table 2-4. Agency Coordination. 

Table to be updated upon UWMP completion. 

Agency / 

Organization 

Participated 

in Plan 

Development 

Commented on Draft Attended 

Public 

Meetings 

Was 

Contacted 

for 

Assistance 

Was 

Notified of 

Plan 

Availability1 

Was 

sent a 

Notice 

of 

Intention 

to Adopt 

60 days 

Prior to 

Public 

Hearing 

Avila Beach 

Community Services 

District 

X 

Avila Valley Mutual 

Water Company 

X 

Central Coast Water 

Authority 

X 

City of Grover Beach X 

City Pismo Beach X 

County of San Luis 

Obispo 

X X 
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Agency / 

Organization 

Participated 

in Plan 

Development 

Commented on Draft Attended 

Public 

Meetings 

Was 

Contacted 

for 

Assistance 

Was 

Notified of 

Plan 

Availability1 

Was 

sent a 

Notice 

of 

Intention 

to Adopt 

60 days 

Prior to 

Public 

Hearing 

County Service Area 

12 

X 

Nipomo Mesa 

Management Area 

Technical Group 

X 

Northern Cities 

Management Area 

Technical Group 

X X 

Oceano Community 

Services District 

X 

Port San Luis Harbor 

District 

X 

San Luis Obispo 

Council of 

Governments 

X 
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Step Task Description Timeframe 

3 Notice to the public Publish two notifications of the public 

hearing in a local newspaper notice at 

least once a week for two consecutive 

weeks, with at least 5 days between 

publications. This notice must include:  

Time and place of hearing. 

Location of the draft UWMP or WSCP. 

At least 2 weeks before 

public hearing. 

 

* Include a copy of public 

notices in plan. 

4 Public hearing and 

optional adoption 

Host at least one public hearing before 

adopting the UWMP or WSCP to: 

Allow for community input. 

Consider the economic impacts for 

complying with the Plan. 

For UWMP only 

As part of public hearing, 

Provide information on the SBX7-7 

baseline water use, target water use, 

compliance status, and implementation 

plan. 

If needed, re-adopt a method for 

determining urban water use targets 

Public hearing date 

 

* Adoption can be 

combined if public 

hearing is on the agenda 

before adoption 

5 Adoption Before submitting the UWMP or WSCP to 

DWR, the governing body must formally 

adopt it. An adoption resolution must be 

included, as an attachment or as a web 

address indicating where the adoption 

resolution can be found online. 

At public hearing or at a 

later meeting. 

 

*The UWMP or WSCP 

can be adopted as 

prepared or as modified 

after the hearing. 

6 Plan submittal Submit the adopted or amended UWMP or 

WSCP via the WUE Data Portal within 30 

days of adoption or by July 1, if updated 

with the UWMP five-year cycle.  

Within 30 days of 

adoption or by July 1st, 

whichever comes first. 
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Step Task Description Timeframe 

7 Plan availability  Submit a CD or hardcopy of the adopted 

UWMP or WSCP to the California State 

Library within 30 days of adoption. 

California State Library Government 

Publications Section Attention: 

Coordinator, Urban Water Management 

Plans P.O. Box 942837 Sacramento, CA 

94237-0001 

 

Provide a copy (hardcopy or electronic) of 

the adopted UWMP or WSCP to any cities 

and counties within the service area. 

 

Make the UWMP or WSCP available to the 

public by posting the Plan on website or 

making a hardcopy available for public 

review during normal business hours.  

Within 30 days after 

adoption 

9 Other - Notification to 

Public Utilities 

Commission 

For water suppliers regulated by the 

California Public Utilities Commission 

submit UWMP and WSCP as part of the 

general rate case filing. 
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2022 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN  

3.0 System Description 
This section describes the City’s water system, 

service area, population demographics, local 

climate, and land uses. 

IN  TH IS  S ECT ION  

• Service Area  

• Current and 
Projected 
Population & 
Demographics 

• Land Uses 
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The City is located along the banks of the Arroyo Grande Creek in the County of San Luis 

Obispo, California. The City is a local public agency charged under the laws of the State 

of California, as well as its own City policies and regulations, with the duty of supplying 

and maintaining water service to its customers. The City was incorporated in July 1911. 

The City's power and authority is primarily regulated and defined by Division 12, 

Sections 30000-33901, of the California Water Code. The City's operations are governed 

by the City Council. 

The City has a variety of water sources including groundwater, local surface water, and 

storm water captured for groundwater recharge, irrigation and construction water. 

3.1 General Description 
The City's service area is approximately six square miles. Figure 3-1 shows the City’s service 

area boundary map and surrounding area. The City is located in the County of San Luis Obispo 

along the Arroyo Grande Creek near the intersection of State Highway 227 and U.S. Highway 

101. The City is bordered by the City of Grover Beach to the west, the communities of Oceano 

and Halcyon to the southwest, Pismo Beach to the northwest and unincorporated portions of the 

County of San Luis Obispo to the north, northeast, and southeast. 

The City's water distribution system has six pressure zones. Water can be distributed between 

pressure zones as needed. There are 2 booster pump stations that lift water to upper zones to 

replenish water storage tanks and to supply demand.  

The City's existing water storage reservoirs consist of both above ground welded steel and 

prestressed concrete tanks.  The six reservoirs have capacities ranging from 250,000 gallons to 

2.0 million gallons (MG) providing 6.7 MG of total system storage. 
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Figure 3-1. Vicinity Map 
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Figure 3-2. City Service Area 


