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ELM STREET PARK
PICNIC SITE RENOVATED

Renovation of the Elm Street Picnic Shelter is complete!
The project was funded primarily by the California Clean
Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and Coastal
Protection Bond Act of 2002.The balance of funds came from
Park Development Fees.
Improvements include a new covered shelter, ADA access,
new picnic tables and benches, and a new covered barbeque.
The facility will accommodate approximately 80 people and
may be reserved by calling the Park, Recreation and Facilities
Department at 473-5474.

BUSINESS START-UP ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
Have you ever thought about
starting your own business, but
aren’t sure how or where to
begin? There are many resources
available to assist you, thus
making Arroyo Grande a great
place for a new business to be
successful.
The City has been partnering
with the Arroyo Grande Chamber
of Commerce on a number of
efforts to support local businesses
and attract new businesses to the
community. Most recently, the
City and Chamber staff have
formed a Small Business Start-Up
Strike Team and worked together

in developing a brochure to
promote assistance available for
new businesses. The program is
designed to assist those that have
often considered starting a new
business, but are unaware of the
resources available to help.
The Strike Team is available to
meet with interested individuals
to coordinate assistance from a
variety of sources. The City
provides location assistance,
personal consultation regarding
permit processes, and façade
improvement matching grants.
The Chamber of Commerce
provides business contact and

networking opportunities. Loan
programs are available through
the San Luis Obispo County
Economic Vitality Corporation.
Lastly, one-on-one counseling
services and technical assistance
is available through the Small
Business Development Center
(SBDC) and SCORE, an
organization of professionals who
donate their time to help small
businesses develop and succeed.
Please contact the Arroyo
Grande Community Development
Department at 473-5420 for
assistance or to request a copy of
the brochure.

NEW POLICE CHIEF SELECTED
The City’s new Police Chief, Steve Annibali, was sworn in
at the August 28, 2007 City Council Meeting. Chief Annibali
comes to the City with a diverse background of experience,
track record of significant accomplishments, and strong
employee and community relations skills.
Annibali brings with him more than twenty-nine years of
law enforcement experience. For the past seven years, Steve
has served as the Chief of Police of Ephrata, Pennsylvania,
where he was instrumental in developing a number of
model programs and a department with a reputation for
providing a high level of service. He previously served as
Chief of Police at Breckenridge, Colorado from 1997 to 2000;
Lieutenant and Inspector for the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s

Office in Littleton, Colorado from 1992 to 1997; Lieutenant,
Sergeant and Deputy for the San Diego County Sheriff’s
Office from 1980 to 1992; and as Police Officer for the Los
Angeles Police Department from 1978 to 1980.
Chief Annibali holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Public
Administration and is a graduate of Northwestern University
School of Police Staff & Command and the University of
Colorado Western Police Institute School of
Law Enforcement Management &
Leadership. His appointment came at the
conclusion of an extensive recruitment
process conducted by the City. He replaces
Chief Tony Aeilts, who recently retired.
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ARRIVAL OF NEW FIRE ENGINE

In June, the Arroyo Grande Fire Department received
delivery of a new 2007 Pierce fire engine. The 9 ft. 9 in.,
43,500 lb. fire engine replaces the 1987 Van Pelt that will be
sold from the fleet. The engine has a 485 horsepower C13
Caterpillar motor and a 1500 gallons per minute pump. The
fire pump comes equipped with a foam proportioning system
with a 25-gallon foam storage tank. The new apparatus will
provide increased capabilities, reliability and safety over the
prior engine.The purchase was partially funded by revenues
made possible by Measure O-06, the local sales tax.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS
TARGET SECOND NEW HOTEL
One of the City’s key economic development strategies is a
focus on tourism and visitor serving businesses. In particular,
hotels create jobs, generate revenues through the transient
occupancy tax, and provide support for other businesses in the
community. As a result, the City adopted a plan in 2004 that
identified a hotel attraction strategy, including targeted sites and
promotional efforts. Implementation of this plan is continuing to
demonstrate results.
The 103-room Hampton Inn Hotel is now under construction
and opening is expected in April 2008. Utilizing Redevelopment
funds, the City’s Redevelopment Agency also recently purchased
the vacant lot at the corner of El Camino Real and Faeh Street. In
June 2007, the City Council, serving in their role as the
Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors, approved an Exclusive
Negotiation Agreement with a hotel developer for a proposed
second new hotel.
City staff is working with the developer on conceptual
designs. They will be meeting with neighborhood residents to
seek input and concerns prior to finalizing plans for City Council
consideration. A number of issues remain to be addressed for the
project to proceed, but the effort marks a significant
“DEVELOPMENT” continued on Page 4

SIGN REGULATIONS
The City of Arroyo Grande regulates
signs due to their impact on the character,
quality of life and economic health of the
community. Unfortunately, enforcement
activities require valuable City resources
and violations provide an unfair advantage
over competing businesses. Therefore, the
City requests the assistance of all
businesses to educate themselves on these
regulations and comply on a voluntary
business.The City Council has recently
implemented minor changes to the
regulations clarifying the use of temporary
banners, hand-held signs, and other
advertising devices.
Businesses are allowed to display one

temporary banner per street frontage,
which is no larger than 24 square feet for
a maximum of 60 calendar days per year.
Hand held signs are allowed as long as
the person holding the sign is standing
on the property of the advertised
business. For safety reasons, the person
holding signs is not allowed within the
public right-of-way which includes
sidewalks, streets, medians, tree wells or
planters. Flags, pennants, balloons,
inflatable devices and sail or wing signs
are allowed only with the approval of a
Temporary Use Permit and with the
recommendation of the Architectural
Review Committee. The following signs

are also prohibited
within the city:
flashing signs, signs
conveying the
illusion of motion,
revolving or rotating
signs, signs emitting
audible sounds, odors
or visible matter,
vehicle mounted
commercial signs, and electronic reader
board signs.
For more information on the new
changes or for sign information in general,
please contact the Community Development
Department at (805) 473-5420.

CITY PARTNERS TO IMPROVE TRAFFIC ON
ORCHARD AND FAIR OAKS INTERSECTION
The City has been working for several years on how to
reduce traffic on Orchard Street, particularly the intersection
at Fair Oaks Avenue. After many studies, the only feasible
option identified was to create an alternate access to Orchard
Street from Valley Road.
After months of negotiations, the City has partnered with
a number of parties on a proposal to extend Castillo Del Mar
to Valley Road at little or no cost to the City. The road
extension will not only divert a portion of existing traffic from
Orchard Street, but also provide for drainage improvements to
reduce existing flooding problems in and around Arroyo
Grande High School.
Under a complex agreement recently approved, the Lucia
Mar Unified School District will relinquish to the City the
existing private road behind the High School for public
access. The City in turn rezoned 10 acres owned by the

School District adjacent to the High School. The area was
determined appropriate for low-density hillside residential
development and will increase property values that could
help the District address financial needs. In return for access
through the City, the developer of 16 proposed units in the
County unincorporated area adjacent to Vista Del Mar will
acquire land and provide funding for drainage improvements,
roadway construction, and mitigation of the loss of a small
segment of agricultural land.
Therefore, the arrangement is clearly a “win-win” for all
parties involved. It demonstrates an excellent example of
utilizing creative partnerships to meet City goals with limited
use of City resources. As long as the private development
project proceeds, which will require County approval,
construction of the road improvements are expected in
Summer 2008.
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HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL
AND HAUNTED MAZE
The Arroyo Grande Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Department will hold its annual Halloween Carnival and
Haunted Maze on Saturday, October 27th. Children of all
ages and adults are invited to enjoy carnival games for
candy and toy prizes, cookie decorating, hot dogs and
hamburgers, the haunted maze, a pumpkin decorating contest, and a costume
contest. Bring your decorated pumpkins from home for the pumpkindecorating contest. The event will be held from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the
Village Green on the corner of Nelson and Short streets. The cost is $2.50 per
child and $1.00 per adult at the door. If you buy tickets before October 26th,
2005, the cost is $2.00 per child. For more information, please call the Arroyo
Grande Parks, Recreation and Facilities Department at 473-5476.

PLAN APPROVED FOR VILLAGE PARKING EXPANSION

Over the past three years, the City has been studying
long-term projected parking needs in the Village and
developing comprehensive strategies to address those needs.
Significant progress has begun over the past year in
implementing these strategies.
In May, the City Council approved a conceptual design for expansion of the Le Point
Street parking lot prepared by Parking Design Group under contract with the City. The
expansion was made possible by acquisition in June 2006 of property behind the City
Council Chambers and adjacent to the City’s existing lot. The property was purchased
by the City’s Redevelopment Agency with a combination of Redevelopment and parking
funds. The plan will expand surface parking by a minimum of 42 spaces. The City is in
discussions with owners of other adjacent parcels to acquire additional property through
land exchanges for further expansion and to connect parking areas. This would increase
available parking, result in more efficient parking design, and improve accessibility to
parking. The intent is to eventually create a continuous parking area behind the
businesses on the northern side of E. Branch Street comparable to the current Olohan
Alley parking behind the businesses on the south side of the street.
The Le Point Street parking study also provided concepts for future potential multilevel parking. No construction of multi-level parking is proposed at this time and no
“PARKING” continued on Page 4

WHERE’S THE DOG PARK? ARROYO GRANDE!
At its August 14, 2007 meeting,
the City Council unanimously
approved designation of the
southern end of Elm Street Park as
an Off-Leash Pet Area (“Dog Park”).
The Five Cities Dog Park Association
will raise funds and build the public
facility. Amenities will include new
fencing, separate areas for small and
large dogs, benches, walkways,
landscaping, signage, gates, bulletin
board, sanitary mitt/bag dispensers
and other similar improvements.
In addition to constructing the
Dog Park, the Five Cities Dog Park
Association has agreed to monitor
the facility daily to make sure it is
remains clean. They will also
provide ongoing maintenance of

the improvements
and will assist
with management
and enforcement
of all rules and
regulations
imposed on the
Dog Park.
The Dog Park
Association is a local non-profit
organization with over 200
members. There are over 1,900
registered dogs in Arroyo Grande,
yet there has been no space
designated for owners to recreate
their dogs. Therefore, the City feels
this is a great opportunity to
address an unmet need at little cost
to the public.
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EFFORTS TO
ADDRESS
BRISCO-HALCYON
INTERCHANGE
CONTINUE
The City recently conducted a
test closure of the Brisco RoadHalcyon Road/ Highway 101
Interchange project. The
cooperation and patience of
everyone that normally utilizes
the onramp and offramp was
greatly appreciated. The
experiment provided valuable
data that will be used to
determine the most effective and
cost efficient improvements. The
underpass operated effectively
during the closure, but data is
being analyzed to measure the
ability of adjacent interchanges to
accommodate the increased
traffic flow currently and longterm, as well as improvements
that may be necessary to address
future projected traffic demand.
The Project Approval and
Environmental Determination
(PA&ED) is expected to be
completed within the next couple
months. A preferred alternative
will then be selected and funding
options pursued.

LOCAL SALES TAX
IMPLEMENTED
The local sales tax created by the
approval of Measure O-06 was
implemented April 1, 2007. The first
quarter of revenues received were on
target with original projections. The
enhanced ability to move forward
with important capital projects is
already evident. The City is
committed to ensure the funding is
utilized for the specific purposes
communicated when the measure
was proposed. To provide for
accountability, the Measure included
a requirement that an annual report
on revenues and expenditures from
the prior and current fiscal year be
distributed to all households. All
residents and businesses should
expect to receive that report in the
mail in October. After reviewing the
report, please feel free to contact City
Hall at 473-5400 with any concerns
or questions.

STREET WORK CONTINUES
Resurfacing of Brisco Road is now
complete and a number of other priority
street improvement projects are planned
to begin within the next few months. East
Grand Avenue from the freeway to
Halcyon Road will be getting a fresh coat
of asphalt.This section of East Grand will
be resurfaced with a mixture of liquid
asphalt and aggregate known as a
microsurfacing to seal the existing
pavement. New striping will be provided,
including bike lanes on each side and a
new center turn lane to improve safety.
Farroll Avenue will soon be improved.The
City will be replacing the waterline in
Farroll Road between Halcyon and
Victorian.The street will then be
overlayed with new asphalt and sidewalk
will be added in segments where it is
now incomplete. Design is also underway
for James Way between Oak Park and Tally
Ho Road, which will include replacement
of isolated pavement failures.All these
projects are being partially or fully funded
by revenues made possible by Measure O06, the local sales tax. For further
information, please contact the Public
Works Department at 474-5440.

“DEVELOPMENT” continued from Page 2

accomplishment in implementation of
the hotel attraction strategy. If approved,
the Agency would eventually sell the
property for development. Any assistance
provided would be through the City’s
Redevelopment Agency at no cost to the
City’s General Fund.
Anyone with ideas or questions
regarding these projects are encouraged
to contact City Hall at 473-5400.

determination has been made that it will
be needed in the future. However, the
surface parking is being designed to
accommodate potential future expansion
in order to provide the flexibility
necessary to ensure that options exist to
meet future demand.
These efforts have been undertaken
to ensure that infrastructure is in place to
support the success and expansion of
businesses in the Village. Construction of
the additional surface parking is projected
within two to three years. For
information, questions or suggestions
regarding these efforts, please contact
City Hall at 473-5400.

The Department of Building and Fire would like to remind all residents to continue
maintenance and removal of weeds and any other combustible debris from their
properties. Clearance around homes, buildings and structures are to be maintained at a
distance of at least 30 feet. Hillside homes must have a clearance of a minimum of 100
feet on the downhill side of the structure. Hillside parcels are to be mowed to leave 2 to
4 inches of stubble. Open fields and lots of less than 2 acres must be completely mowed
or disked with a height of 4 inches or less. If more than 2 acres and not completely
mowed or disked, a 40 foot mineral soil perimeter and 1 acre 30 foot subdivision breaks
are required. Please help your community deal safely with what promises to still be a
very dangerous wildfire season. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
the Neighborhood Services Division at 473-5437.
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Your presence and participation
at City meetings are contributions
to good government! The
following Council, commissions,
committees, and boards meet at
City Council Chambers, 215 East
Branch Street:
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YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT

CITY COUNCIL
2nd and 4th Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.

PLANNING COMMISSION
1st and 3rd Tuesday, 6:00 p.m.

PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION
2nd Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.

SENIOR ADVISORY
COMMISSION
Meets as needed

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
COMMITTEE
1st Monday, 2:30 p.m.

TRAFFIC COMMISSION
Monday previous to 3rd Tuesday,
7:00 p.m.

DOWNTOWN PARKING
ADVISORY BOARD
Meets as needed
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