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POLICE BUILDING OPTIONS APPROVED
The City Council recently approved a new plan for replacement or upgrade of the Police Station without the need for a bond
measure. The plan includes both preferred and alternative options in order to ensure feasible steps are in place to proceed. The
existing station is in serious need of repairs and increased space to add an emergency operations
center, expanded dispatch center, evidence and computer equipment storage, expanded locker
rooms, and employee parking.
The preferred alternative (left diagram) uses a portion of the vacant property at West Branch
Street and Old Ranch Road. The site is economical because it is already owned by the City,
requires minimal grading and can accommodate a single story structure. It is centrally located
and provides the ability for future expansion if necessary to meet long term needs.
However, the City is also concurrently working in partnership with a non-profit foundation to
construct a privately funded recreation center on that site, which has already received approval.
The facility would meet a number of recreation needs in the community. The financial
feasibility of that project will be determined by March 2013. The station will only be
constructed on that site if the recreation center project does not proceed on that property.
If funding is obtained for the recreation center, the Police Station will instead be constructed
on the alternative site selected, which is the current Police Station property on Halcyon Road.
The existing station could be expanded, but
initial analysis indicates that it will likely be
more cost effective to demolish and rebuild the
facility. The preliminary site plan is shown in
the diagram to the right.
A number of changes and factors have combined to help make the new plan
feasible without revenue from another bond measure. First, the facility was
downsized to include only critical needs. For example, the jail and sally port were
eliminated. New technology will instead be employed to process detainees in the
squad cars and transport them directly to County jail facilities. Second, interest
rates are at all-time lows, which will increase financing proceeds without increasing annual debt service costs. Third, more accurate
costs and ideas were identified from a similar project constructed in a nearby jurisdiction. Lastly, the new plan proposes to sell a
portion of the West Branch Street site to generate the remaining revenue needed if necessary.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT UPDATED
The City Council recently approved a comprehensive update of the City’s Economic Development Element of the General Plan.
The Element outlines objectives, policies and measures to promote job growth and business retention and development. The
recommendations were developed by a committee representing a broad base of stakeholders, including government, business,
property owner, and citizen representatives. The committee reviewed the existing plan, determined factors that have changed due to
current economic conditions, and identified measures to improve City policies and procedures to better facilitate business and job
development and retention. The process also included surveys and soliciting input from a number of users of the City’s processes.
In addition to general economic conditions, the primary change impacting the City’s economic development efforts has been the
State’s elimination of the Redevelopment Agency and funding. The City has been left without funding and limited tools for
incentives to attract new business. As a result, the major focus of the recommendations was directed at improving the City’s
development review and related processes. In response, City staff has initiated an extensive internal effort to simplify processes and
enhance customer service.
The Economic Development Element is comprised of eight sections, including: Background and Primary Goals; Community
Image Enhancement; Office, Mixed Uses, Light Manufacturing and Technology; Agriculture; Retail/Commercial; Tourism,
Marketing and Promotion; Development Review Process; and Sustainability. The stated goals of the Economic Development
Element are to: 1) create a thriving economy, 2) meet unmet community needs, 3) promote business friendly activity, and 4) provide
superior customer service.
The entire General Plan can be found on the City’s website under the Community Development Department Planning Division
list of documents.
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PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM
The City of Arroyo Grande
Recreation Services Department offers a
preschool program, which provides an
enjoyable learning experience for
children ages 3 to 5. Participants are
introduced to colors, numbers, letters,
reading readiness, verbal skills,
socialization, music, and nature. The
program has openings on Tuesday/
Thursday and Monday/Wednesday/
Friday Kindergarten in Training classes
from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. For more
information on rates and space
availability, please call 473-5474.

ADULT SPORTS
The Recreation Services Department
will be offering adult basketball and
softball leagues this spring, which will
run from March through May. Adult
Basketball will offer play Monday
through Thursday nights, while the
Spring Adult Softball League men’s and
coed divisions will play Monday through
Friday evenings and Sundays.
For
information on rates and team
registration packets, please call 4735474.

EGG HUNT AND FESTIVAL
The 24th Annual Family Egg Hunt
and Festival, presented by the Recreation
Services Department, is scheduled to
take place on Saturday, March 30, 2013
at 10:00 a.m. at Elm Street Park in
Arroyo Grande. Free activities will
include egg hunts for all ages, sack
races, a raw egg toss contest, and a fire
truck and police car exhibit. Other
activities include a carnival, hot dog
barbecue, face painting, a bounce castle,
petting zoo, and pony rides. Kids and
parents are encouraged to bring your
baskets!
Volunteers and donations are
needed to make the event possible.
Please contact 473-5474 for more
information.

SUCCESS IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING EFFORTS
The City continues to make progress in its efforts to address all types of housing
needs in the community. The most recent project nearing fruition is the result of a
partnership with Peoples’ Self-Help Housing, a San Luis Obispo-based non-profit
organization that develops and operates affordable housing for low-income families,
seniors and other special needs groups. The organization was recently notified of the
approval of a State tax credit allocation, which provides the last funding component
necessary for the project to proceed to the construction phase.
The project will provide 36 apartment units restricted for low and very-low
income tenants, which will be constructed on the rear portion of the vacant lot on
Courtland Street and East Grand Avenue. It was approved by the Council in March
2011 following a complex effort involving the sale of property by the City’s
Redevelopment Agency to Peoples’ Self Help Housing. This was coordinated
concurrently with the transfer of a deed restriction and sale of property on El Camino
Real, which was approved for an animal hospital and helped provide funding.
The
effort
also
includes
Federal funding
approved through
the County of San
Luis Obispo and
San Luis Obispo
Housing Authority, as well as Redevelopment funding committed by the City prior to
elimination of the Redevelopment Agency by the State. Construction is anticipated to
commence in March of 2013 with completion the following year.

LOCAL SALES TAX FUNDS ALLOCATED
In 2006, the voters of Arroyo Grande approved Measure O-06, which established
a half-cent local sales tax to meet the City’s long-range needs. To ensure
accountability, the measure included a provision requiring distribution of an annual
report to each household on the revenues and expenditures from the sales tax proceeds.
This year’s report has been completed and residents should have recently received it.
The City Council also recently approved a 5-Year plan for future expenditures.
Despite substantial challenges to the City’s operational budget, the City has
worked hard to maintain the funds for the purposes intended, which primarily consist
of infrastructure improvements. This has again been accomplished largely due to
savings achieved through a number of efficiencies during the past fiscal year.
As a result, the Local Sales Tax allocations will address a long list of projects and
all major priorities. Over $1 million is allocated for needed street improvements
during this fiscal year, and the sidewalk repair budget is increased to over $100,000.
Ongoing funding is programmed to finance the new Police Station plan. Future
funding is also earmarked for improvements to the Brisco Road interchange.
Please contact City Hall at 473-5400 if you have any questions about the report.

POLICE DETECTIVE EARNS NATIONAL RECOGNITION
In a ceremony held at their headquarters in Illinois, Arroyo Grande Detective Erik
Jensen recently received the 2012 “Law Enforcement Partner of the Year Award”
presented by the Sears Holdings Corporation for his work uncovering a sophisticated
fraud ring. Stemming from an arrest at the Arroyo Grande K-Mart in February of
2011, Detective Jensen’s work helped lead to nineteen different charges against
members of a fraud ring that included ID theft, felon in possession of firearms,
possession of narcotics for sales, and forgery.
The national selection committee credited Detective Jensen’s efforts with reducing
their credit card cloning fraud losses from $100,000 to $0 in one month, reducing
losses to other retailers by over a million dollars, and preventing hundreds of citizens
across the country from becoming victims of this fraud ring. After reviewing
numerous nominations from across the United States, the award cited Detective
Jensen’s investigation as “Case of the Year.”

