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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS
RESULT IN NEW VILLAGE BUSINESSES
Two new restaurants are opening in the Village, which are the result of a publicprivate partnership involving the City’s economic development efforts. The new
restaurants at East Branch Street and Short
Street were created following a property
trade, which also enabled the City to address
its City Hall needs and increase efficiency by
consolidating staff in one building. The
outdoor dining area was created through the
sale of City right-of-way. Meanwhile, the
outdoor dining area on the other side of Short
street resulted from a lease of public right-ofway to the restaurant owner.
The objective of these efforts was to create a vibrant downtown environment that
will benefit all the businesses in the Village, as well as throughout the City. The City
is working closely with property and business owners to maximize new business
development despite the difficult economic conditions.

LOCAL SALES TAX FUNDING ALLOCATED
The City Council recently approved Fiscal Year 2011-12 expenditures for funds
derived from the Local Sales Tax Measure, which was passed by the voters in 2006. A
detailed report on revenues and expenditures has been distributed to each household as
required by the provisions of the measure. The measure also requires a public hearing
be held every five years to obtain public input and determine whether the tax needs to
be maintained. The hearing has been scheduled for the City Council meeting of April
10th at 7:00 p.m.
Despite operating budget constraints, the City has maintained the funds for the
original intended purposes, which is primarily infrastructure projects. This year’s
budget includes over $2.1 million for improvements and repairs to streets and
sidewalks. Of the approximate $3.5 million in total expenditures, over $3.1 million is
directly dedicated to the upgrade and maintenance of streets, sidewalks and drainage
infrastructure and public safety expenditures, including long-term financing for
construction of a new Police Station.
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TREE PRUNING
STANDARDS
The City places a high priority on
preservation and management of its
urban forest. Trees improve quality of
life, support wildlife, improve air
quality, provide shade, reduce energy
usage, reduce storm water runoff, and
increase property values.
It is important for all residents to be
aware of the City’s tree pruning
regulations, which apply to all regulated
trees. Regulated trees include: street
trees within the public right-of-way
fronting the property; Landmark Trees;
Oak trees with a trunk width over
twelve (12) inches in diameter when
measured four and one-half (4 1/2) feet
from the base; and any trees on multifamily, mixed-use or commercial
properties. Removal of regulated trees
is prohibited without a permit and any
pruning must be consistent with
established standards.
Improper and excessive pruning can
kill or irreparably damage the health and
appearance of mature trees. Topping
regulated trees is prohibited.
All
pruning of regulated trees must comply
with standards established by the
International Society of Arboriculture.
For more information, contact the
Recreation and Maintenance Services
Department at 473-5474.

UPDATE OF HOUSING STRATEGIES UNDER WAY
The City is currently updating its General Plan Housing Element, which is a document that assesses the City’s housing needs,
constraints, existing housing conditions, future housing needs, and local, state and federal housing and financial programs. The update
process includes an inventory of underutilized land and provides detailed goals, policies and objectives aimed at improving housing in
the City. A public workshop was held in November at the Planning Commission. On December 13, 2011, the Council previewed the
document and provided an opportunity for the public to provide feedback on constraints and solutions to housing issues facing the City.
Once the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) has reviewed and approved the City’s draft Housing
Element, public hearings will be held by the Planning Commission and City Council for formal adoption that is likely to occur in Spring
2012. This will be another opportunity for the public to comment on the document and provide any housing related suggestions.
Beyond compliance with State law, a certified housing element provides the City eligibility to obtain State and Federal funding for
various housing programs. Most importantly, it provides a planning tool for the City to proactively meet the community’s housing
needs. It addresses key issues regarding future growth, ability to serve new housing with City services, and how to provide attainable
housing for different income levels. For more information, please contact the Community Development Department at 473-5420.
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SPRING BREAK FUN
AT ELM STREET CENTER
The Recreation and Maintenance
Services Department is offering a
number of alternatives to meet child care
needs during the Spring break. The
programs are offered at the Elm Street
Community Center April 2nd through
April 6th for children 5 to 13 years of
age.
Programs provide fun-filled
activities, such as board games, contest,
crafts, foosball, coloring, sports, carom
games, and field trips to local
organizations.
A drop-in playground program will
be offered from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The cost is $21 per day or $10.50 per
half day.
A spring camp will also be offered
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., which is
part of the ongoing child care program.
Fees for Arroyo Grande residents are
$140 per week for 5
days, $120 for 4 days,
$96 for 3 days, and $64
for two days. The cost
for non-residents is
$150 per week for 5
days, $128 for 4 days, $102 for 3 days,
and $68 for two days. An annual
registration fee of $25 applies for both
residents and non-residents for new
participants.
Parents may register their children
at the Recreation Division office located
at 1221 Ash Street.
For more
information call the office at 473-5474.

FUNDRAISER FOR
KIDS’ PROGRAMS
The City of Arroyo Grande
“Children In Motion” child care program
and the Arroyo Grande Lions Club are
sponsoring
a
barbeque
chicken
fundraiser on Friday, March 2nd from
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Arroyo
Grande Woman’s Club and Community
Center, 211 Vernon Street. All proceeds
will help fund the City’s children’s
services programs.
Tickets can be purchased for $10 at
the Arroyo Grande Recreation and
Maintenance Services Office, 1221 Ash
Street or from Arroyo Grande Lion’s
Club members. Drive through pick-up
service or dining at the Community
Center will both be available.
Contact the Recreation Division at
473-5474 for more information.

STAGECOACH EXPRESS
ARROYO GRANDE IN BLOOM
REPEATS AS NATIONAL AWARD WINNER
The City is a proud participant and partner with Arroyo Grande In Bloom (AGIB),
a non-profit volunteer organization dedicated to the beautification of Arroyo Grande.
Members can be found almost every weekend performing a wide variety of clean-up,
planting, landscaping and
improvement projects.
Arroyo Grande In Bloom is also
a participating member of the
America In Bloom beautification
program and National Competition.
Each spring, judges from America In
Bloom evaluate participating cities
from throughout the United States in
eight beautification categories.
Awards are presented at the annual
symposium, which recently took
place in Washington, D.C. on
October 6th through the 8th.
A contingency of volunteers was on hand as Arroyo Grande was announced as the
national award winner for its population category for the second consecutive year. It
was also selected among 22 cities for the Heritage Preservation Award, a special
recognition presented for outstanding participation by the community in preserving its
heritage.
As last year’s winner, Arroyo Grande also qualified for participation in the
International “Communities In Bloom” Symposium in Quebec on October 26 th -29th.
As a first year entry, Arroyo Grande was not eligible for awards, but received the
overall highest rating possible from the judges of 5 out of 5 Blooms.
Please visit www.arroyograndeinbloom.org for more information.
New
volunteers are always welcome and needed.

BRISCO ROAD INTERCHANGE
GRANT FUNDING RECOMMENDED
The City has reached an important milestone in its efforts to address deficiencies
at the Brisco Road Interchange. After almost 15 years of studies, current planning
efforts have passed preliminary reviews by Caltrans, and the San Luis Obispo Council
of Governments (SLOCOG) has recommended $5.6 million in State grant funds. This
will provide the remaining funding needed to construct the $11.6 million project.
Other revenues will be provided from local sources, including impact fees paid by
developers and funds from the 2006 Local Sales Tax measure.
Final State funding decisions will be considered by the California Transportation
Commission in March 2012. The City is currently completing the process of analysis
of alternatives and environmental review, which is expected to be completed in Spring
2012. Design is scheduled to begin shortly thereafter. If State funding is approved,
construction could begin as early as 2015.

VILLAGE PARKING TIME LIMITS REDUCED
The City has taken a number of steps to enhance convenient and free parking in
the Village for all visitors and residents. In addition to the expanded parking lot on Le
Point Street that was recently constructed and opened, parking areas with time limits
have been reduced. At the recommendation of the Downtown Parking Advisory
Board, the City Council recently approved elimination of two-hour parking restrictions
for all areas in the Village except for Branch Street and on Bridge Street from Branch
Street to the bridge. Restrictions in these areas were kept in place to maintain
convenient short-term parking directly adjacent to business entrances. Removal of
parking restrictions in the adjacent parking lots and other surrounding streets will
increase available parking for those involved in extended shopping and dining trips,
provide for a more customer friendly commercial area, and reduce enforcement
responsibilities.

