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CITY TAKES OWNERSHIP
OF ROUTE 227 IN VILLAGE

The City Council recently approved a historic agreement with
Caltrans to assume control and ownership of Route 227 through the
Village. The effort has been under way for nearly 10 years and required
legislation by the State of California. It will allow the City to control
approval over street, sidewalk and crosswalk improvements, special
events, sidewalk seating and street banners.
The agreement was instrumental in enabling the City to move
forward with planned enhancements designed to improve the appearance
and pedestrian safety of the Village. The most significant is the East
Branch Streetscape Project (see Page 2 Village Improvements), but it
will also make possible enhancements planned in the area of Paulding
School to increase safety of students walking and cycling to school.
To commemorate this milestone, a dedication ceremony and
celebration was held on Sunday, January 4, 2009 on East Branch Street,
which included live music, displays on City Village projects, food from
local restaurants, and a ribbon cutting ceremony.

BUY LOCAL

Through its Economic Development Program, the City is working
on ways to support the local business community and enhance the City’s
retail areas. Façade improvement grants, technical assistance,
enhancement projects, and Redevelopment financing are just a few
examples. You can help by shopping at Arroyo Grande businesses to
support local stores and ensure your sales tax dollars are paying for your
City services.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
UNVEILS NEW LOOK

The Police Department has undertaken a
restructuring campaign referred to as “Arroyo
Grande Police – Making the Best Better.” It is
designed to further advance the level,
professionalism, and cost efficiency of police
services.
As part of this effort, the Department
recently unveiled new patrol vehicles,
uniforms, patches and badges. The new fleet
was acquired through a lease program, which
reduced replacement, maintenance and fuel
costs. Each car is equipped with a bicycle
rack designed to enhance the bicycle program
and reach out to neighborhoods. The
stagecoach patch and badge design embraces
the Arroyo Grande heritage and uniforms are
maintained in a more cost efficient way.

NEW WATER CONSERVATION INCENTIVES OFFERED
The City remains in a “Severely Restricted Water Supply” condition. The community used approximately all of its
water supply in 2008 due to dry conditions and limited supply. Therefore, mandatory conservation
measures continue in effect. In addition to the City’s existing program of offering free low-flow
toilet retrofits and water moisture meters, new incentives were recently approved by the City
Council effective February 1, 2009.
High efficiency washing machines use 50% less water and energy. The City is offering a $100
rebate for Tier 2 and $150 for Tier 3 washing machines purchased locally. When combined with
rebates provided by PG&E and reduced energy and water bills, replacing your existing washing
machine makes sense both financially and environmentally. Proper scheduling of irrigation is
important to comply with City regulations, to maintain landscaping in the most efficient way, and to adjust to changing
weather conditions. To encourage residents to install appropriate equipment, the City is offering rebates of $100 for
installation of digital controllers and $200 for automatic sensors. Lastly, and most importantly, 60% of the City’s water
is used for irrigation, largely for turf areas. The City is now offering rebates for replacement of turf with drought tolerant
landscaping and drip irrigation. Rebate amounts range from $75 to $750 depending upon the size of the area.
Please contact the Public Works Department at 473-5440 for more details.
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FUN FOR KIDS
AND PARENTS

The Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Department is offering “Parents Night
Out” on Fridays, February 6th, March 6th,
April 3rd, and May 1st from 6:30 p.m. to
12:00 midnight at the Elm Street
Community Center. Parents can have a
night on the town while their children,
ages 5 to 13,
enjoy board games,
contests, crafts, foosball, coloring,
carom games, and movies.
The cost is $14 for one child, $26
for two children per family, or $36 for
three children per family. There is a 10
child minimum, so to ensure the event is
not cancelled, register early at the
Recreation Division office (1221 Ash
Street) or call 473-5474.

20th Annual Family
Egg Hunt & Festival

The 20th Annual Family Egg Hunt
and Festival, presented by the Arroyo
Grande and Grover Beach Parks and
Recreation Departments, is scheduled on
Saturday, April 11, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at
Elm Street Park in Arroyo Grande. Free
activities include
egg hunts for all
ages, contests, and
public safety
exhibits. Other
activities include
carnival games, hot
dogs, face painting,
a bounce castle,
petting zoo, and
pony rides. Kids and parents, remember
to bring a basket for your prizes!
Volunteers are needed to help
throughout the egg hunt and festival.
For more information, please contact the
Recreation Division at 473-5474.

LET’S PLAY BALL!

The Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Department is offering two separate
adult softball seasons this year. Spring
Adult Softball Leagues begin March
16th, 2009 and will include men’s and
coed divisions. Summer leagues will
begin June 8th and will include men’s,
women’s and coed divisions. The
spring season managers meeting will be
held February 17th and team registration
will begin February 18th.
For more information, contact the
Recreation Division at 473-5478.

STAGECOACH EXPRESS
VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS UNDER WAY

A number of projects designed to enhance the Village are coming to fruition due
to grant funding approved and planning efforts completed over the past several years.
The most notable is the East Branch Streetscape project, which is designed to enhance
the appearance and character of the Village, increase pedestrian orientation and safety,
and address existing drainage deficiencies. The project includes the installation of
decorative and lighted crosswalks, street trees,
corner bulbouts, sidewalk widening, and new
drainage lines. New street lights and furniture,
also part of the project, have already been
installed. The project is planned to be under
construction from late January through early
May.
Improvements to the Village Green are
under construction and also scheduled to be
completed by May. When finished, the project
will add new sidewalks, parkways, street trees
and lights, fencing, pathways, landscaping, and
underground utilities. This will further enhance
this facility as a location for recreation,
entertainment and community activities. It will
also enhance the connection to the Heritage
Square historical facilities.
Meanwhile, construction of Traffic Way
enhancements have also begun. They include
restriping the street to provide for safer turning movements, the addition of a left-turn
lane at Cherry Avenue, expanded sidewalks and new street trees.
Feel free to contact City Hall at 473-5400 with any questions or comments.

TOURISM TARGETED TO BOOST LOCAL ECONOMY

The City recently contracted for preparation of a Local Tourism Study and the
City Council has given the go ahead for implementation of its recommendations.
Tourism is a key goal in the City’s Economic Development Strategy and Strategic
Plan. It is particularly timely given the need for new ways to support local businesses.
The consultant identified Arroyo Grande’s strengths to further develop its tourism
efforts, which include location, recreation opportunities, heritage, the downtown
experience and special events. Implementation items include establishing a Tourism
Committee to be headed by the Chamber of Commerce, a dedicated tourism marketing
funding source, a clear tourism strategy, a local brand and theme, and an internet web
site dedicated to assisting visitors with vacation planning.
For questions or more information, please contact City Hall at 473-5400.

SIDEWALK AND BIKEWAY PROJECTS A PRIORITY

The City has placed a high priority on making the community pedestrian and bike
friendly through implementation of its Pedestrian and Bikeway Plan, which was
adopted in 2007. New bike lanes have recently been installed on East Grand Avenue,
Farroll Avenue, and James Way. The next area targeted includes portions of El
Camino Real. A plan is also in place to improve bike lanes and access to Paulding
and Harloe schools in the future.
The City recently received two “Safe Routes to School” grants to help fund new
sidewalks over the next two years at Crown Hill and Montego Street to improve safety
for students walking to Paulding and Ocean View schools. New sidewalks are also
under design to fill gaps on Elm Street and West Branch Street and planned for Tally
Ho in the future.
Hopefully, it’s hard to miss the painted yellow markings on sidewalks throughout
the community. This is because they have been recommended by the City’s insurance
agency as a warning of lifted sidewalk locations to avoid trip and fall accidents and
City liability. The City has an ongoing program of surveying and repairing the
sidewalk system and will be accelerating repairs over the next couple years.
For more information, contact the Public Works Department at 473-5440.

