
AGENDA SUMMARY
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016
6:30 P.M.

 ARROYO GRANDE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

215 E. BRANCH STREET, ARROYO GRANDE

CALL TO ORDER

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL

COMMUNITY COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS

This public comment period is an invitation to members of the community to present 
issues, thoughts, or suggestions on matters not scheduled on this agenda. Comments 
should be limited to those matters that are within the jurisdiction of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission. The Brown Act restricts the Commission from taking formal 
action on matters not published on the agenda. In response to your comments, the Chair 
or presiding Commissioner may:
♦ Direct City staff to assist or coordinate with you.
♦ A Commissioner may state a desire to meet with you.
♦ It may be the desire of the Commission to place your issue or matter on a future 
Commission agenda. 

CONSENT AGENDA

The following routine items listed below are scheduled for consideration as a group. The 
recommendations for each item are noted. Any member of the public who wishes to 
comment on any Consent Agenda item may do so at this time. Any Commission 
Member may request that any item be withdrawn from the Consent Agenda to permit 
discussion or change the recommended course of action. The Parks and Recreation 
Commission may approve the remainder of the Consent Agenda on one motion. 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Recommended Action:  Approve the minutes of the Parks and Recreation 

Commission meeting of May 11, 2016 as submitted. 

PRC Minutes 051116.pdf

CONTINUED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVER – RELAY FOR LIFE
Recommended action: Review and approve the fee waiver request for Relay For Life ’s 
use of Heritage Square Park. 

P R Staff Report 6-13-16 Fee Waiver Relay For Life.pdf, 
FeeWaiver_RelayForLife_Attachment1.pdf, FeeWaiver_RelayForLife_Attachment2.pdf

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT: PRESENTATION OF CONCEPTUAL OPTIONS FOR A 
POTENTIAL PLAY STRUCTURE IN THE ARROYO GRANDE VILLAGE

Recommended action: Review staff report, hear presentation, and provide staff with 
direction to bring this matter back for future consideration. 

PR COMMISSION Staff Report- 6-8-16 Eagle Scout project- Betita.pdf, 
Eagle Scout Project Presentation_Village Play Strucure_Attachment1.pdf, Eagle 
Scout Project Presentation_Village Play Strucure_Attachment2.pdf, Eagle Scout 
Project Presentation_Village Play Strucure_Attachment3.pdf, Eagle Scout Project 
Presentation_Village Play Strucure_Attachment4.pdf, Eagle Scout Project 
Presentation_Village Play Strucure_Attachment5.pdf

PROPOSED ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM
Recommended action:  Review staff report and comment on the Adopt -A-Park 
Program. 

PR Staff Report 6-13-16 Adopt-a-Park DRAFT.pdf, Adopt-A-Park 
Handbook Draft.pdf

COMMISSION COMMUNICATIONS

Correspondence/comments as presented by the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS

Correspondence/comments/requested follow up items as presented by the Director of 

Recreation Services and Director of Public Works. 

COMMUNITY COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS

This public comment period is an invitation to members of the community to present 
issues, thoughts, or suggestions. Comments should be limited to those matters that are 
within the jurisdiction of the Parks and Recreation Commission. The Brown Act restricts 
the Commission from taking formal action on matters not published on the agenda. 

ADJOURNMENT

All staff reports or other written documentation, including any supplemental material distributed to 
a majority of the Parks and Recreation Commission within 72 hours of a regular meeting, relating 
to each item of business on the agenda are available for public inspection during regular business 
hours in the Recreation Services Department, 1221 Ash Street, Arroyo Grande. If requested, the 
agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as 
required by the Americans with Disabilities Act. To make a request for disability-related 
modification or accommodation, contact the Legislative and Information Services Department at 
805-473-5414 as soon as possible and at least 48 hours prior to the meeting date.

*************************

This agenda was prepared and posted pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2. The 
Agenda can be accessed and downloaded from the City ’s website at www.arroyogrande.org. If you 
would like to subscribe to receive email or text message notifications when agendas are posted, 
you can sign up online through our Notify Me feature.
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MINUTES
CITY OF ARROYO GRANDE

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2016, 6:30 P.M.

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
215 E. BRANCH STREET

ARROYO GRANDE, CALIFORNIA

1. CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Blethen presided and called the Arroyo Grande Parks and Recreation
Commission meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

2. FLAG SALUTE
Commissioner Jensen led those present in the Flag Salute.

3. ROLL CALL
Commissioner Linda Sandy, Commissioner Jen Jensen, Commissioner Will Reichardt,
and Commissioner Shawn Blethen were present at roll call. Attending staff included
Recreation Services Director John Rogers, and Administrative Secretary Jill
Fitzgerald.

4. COMMUNITY COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
None.

5. CONSENT AGENDA
5.a. Consideration of Approval of Minutes

Action: Upon motion/second by Commissioners Sandy/Jensen the minutes of the
Parks and Recreation Commission meeting of April 13, 2016 were approved as
submitted.

6. CONTINUED BUSINESS
None.

7. NEW BUSINESS

7.a. REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVER – PAULDING MIDDLE SCHOOL
Director Rogers reviewed the report.

Director Rogers answered questions from the commission regarding park rental fees
and the process of requesting a fee waiver.

Action: Commissioner Reichardt made a motion to pass. Commissioner Sandy
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

7.b. REQUEST FOR PARTIAL FEE WAIVER – CUB SCOUT PACK 13
Director Rogers reviewed the staff report

Director Rogers answered questions from the commission regarding the fee waiver
process.

Agenda Item No. 5a
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
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Action: Commissioner Sandy made a motion to pass. Commissioner Reichardt
seconded the motion and the motion passed.

8. COMMISSION COMMUNICATIONS
Commissioner Blethen asked about the status of the Elm Street Park playground
equipment. Director Rogers explained that the organization is still in the fundraising
stage.

Commissioner Blethen commented about the pickleball program and noticed its
continued success.

9. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
Director Rogers updated the commission on the pickleball improvements, adding a
gate, electrical outlets, resurfacing and installation of permanent nets. All
improvements should be complete by the end of June.

Director Rogers updated the commission on the Woman’s Club Community Center
kitchen project.  Director Rogers expects the project to be complete this fall.

Director Rogers informed the commission on upcoming agenda items for the June
meeting. At the next meeting the Commission can expect to meet Sheridan Bohlken,
Volunteer Coordinator as she discusses a new adopt a park program. Sheridan will
also report about a clean-up of the Woman’s Club Community Center parking lot and
surrounding outdoor areas by volunteers from the Valley View 7th Day Adventist
School.  Also changes to park use policies will be discussed.

Director Rogers informed the Commission about the Recreation Services
Department’s upcoming events. The department has a Fundraiser BBQ on May 13th,
the annual Father Daughter Date Night on June 4th and a brand new event, Family
Fun Day on June 25th.

10. COMMUNITY COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
None.

11. ADJOURNMENT
Action: Upon motion/second by Commissioners Sandy/Jensen the meeting of the
Parks and Recreation Commission was unanimously adjourned at 7:00 p.m. to the
next scheduled meeting of June 8, 2016.

_________________________________
SHAWN BLETHEN, VICE CHAIR

Attest: _________________________________
JILL FITZGERALD, SECRETARY TO THE COMMISSION



MEMORANDUM

TO: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

FROM: JOHN ROGERS, DIRECTOR OF RECREATION SERVICES

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVER – RELAY FOR LIFE

DATE: JUNE 8, 2016

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the Commission review a letter (Attachment 1) and fee waiver
request (Attachment 2) from Relay For Life of 5 Cities, and grant a $75 reduction
of fees for use of Heritage Square Park.

IMPACT ON FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL RESOURCES:
Granting the $75 fee waiver will reduce facility rental revenue.

BACKGROUND:
Relay For Life of 5 Cities has submitted a letter (Attachment 1) requesting a
waiver of fees for use of Heritage Square Park for a Movie Night fund raising
event. The date of the use is Friday, July 15, 2016. The normal rental fee would
be $75.

The Relay For Life program focuses on cancer awareness programs and funding
for related programs.

ANALYSIS OF ISSUES:
It has been standard practice of the Parks and Recreation Commission, when
deemed appropriate, to waive fees for local, Arroyo-Grande-based, non-profit
groups. In order for a waiver request to be considered, the requesting
organization must complete and submit a City of Arroyo Grande Fee Waiver or
Reduction Criteria Form (Attachment 2), along with a letter (Attachment 1).
Groups meeting five or more of the criteria qualify for a full waiver, up to a
maximum of $750. The Parks and Recreation Commission may waive fees up to
$500. Relay For Life meets five of the waiver criteria, which qualifies them for a
full waiver rental fee ($75.00).

ALTERNATIVES:
The following alternatives are provided for the Commission’s consideration:

Agenda Item No. 7a
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
FEE WAIVER REQUEST – RELAY FOR LIFE
JUNE 13, 2016
PAGE 2

- Approve staff’s recommendation to grant a $75.00 reduction of fees for the
Relay For Life of 5 Cities;

- Do not approve staff’s recommendation and deny the fee reduction;
- Modify staff’s recommendation and determine a lesser amount to be

waived; or
- Provide staff direction.

ADVANTAGES:
Approval of staff’s recommendation will save the Relay For Life of 5 Cities
$75.00, which will better enable them to provide services for local children.

DISADVANTAGES:
Approval of staff’s recommendation will reduce revenues by $75.00.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:
No environmental review is required.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND COMMENTS:
Notification has been sent to Relay For Life c/o Holly Mielke.

Attachments:
1.  Letter from Relay For Life of 5 Cities
2. City of Arroyo Grande Fee Waiver or Reduction Criteria Form







MEMORANDUM

TO: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

FROM: GEOFF ENGLISH, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT: PRESENTATION OF CONCEPTUAL
OPTIONS FOR A POTENTIAL PLAY STRUCTURE IN THE ARROYO
GRANDE VILLAGE AREA

DATE: JUNE 8, 2016

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff requests that the Parks and Recreation Commission hear a presentation by Boy
Scout Riley Betita on potential options for the placement of a play structure in the
Village of Arroyo Grande and provide staff and to Riley Betita with direction to bring this
matter back for future consideration.

IMPACT ON FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL SERVICES:
None identified by staff at this time. The Eagle Scout candidate will be responsible to
raise funds to cover all costs associate with the proposed project. Any future Park play
structure will require ongoing maintenance and replacement costs that cannot be
determined until the details of the project are determined.

BACKGROUND:
Riley Betita is an Arroyo Grande resident and a Boy Scout with Troop 413 who is
working on the criteria to attain the Eagle Scout rank. To become an Eagle Scout, one
of the requirements is to plan and construct an Eagle Scout project. Riley approached
City staff back in April with a project idea to design and install at play structure
somewhere in the Arroyo Grande Village area.    (Attachment #1)

Previously, Arroyo Grande resident Zach Hall approached the City with a similar request
to consider potential locations in the Village area for placement of a public children’s
play structure. The Parks and Recreation Commission consider this matter on April
17, 2013. (Attachment #2 and #3) The Commission reviewed and prioritized seven (7)
potential locations presented by staff. A copy of the minutes from this meeting is
attached.   (Attachment #4)

The general consensus of the Commission on April 17, 2013 was that Centennial Park,
Olohan Alley, and Heritage Square Park were the most feasible potential locations for a
small  scale  play  element in the Village area. The following areas were recommended
for removal from consideration: Hoosegaw Park, Council Chambers rear lawn, Hart-
Collett Park, Old City hall front lawn.

Agenda Item No. 7b
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Since this project has not been funded, no further action has been taken since the
original project ideas was presented.

ANALYSIS OF ISSUES:

There are currently no public play structures in the immediate vicinity of the Village area
of Arroyo Grande. Placement of a play structure is not a currently budgeted project
nor has this issue been identified by the City Council as a staff goal. As stated above,
there has been previous interest in placing some sort of children’s play elements in the
Village area and as such, when approached by Riley Betita, agreed to provide
assistance with this particular project idea. As this is a non-budgeted project, all costs
associated with the project would need to be borne through a private community fund-
raising effort.    

Prospective Eagle Scout Riley Betita will make a presentation to the Commission with 
potential location options and project conceptual plans.   If the Commission considers 
this project idea to be feasible, staff requests that the Commission provide comments 
regarding the following; 

 Potential placement locations

 Potential thematic ideas

 Stake holders to involve in the public review process

Riley Betita will further and develop his Eagle Scout project idea based on direction and
comments from the Commission and will work directly with the Public Works
Department to bring back a final recommendation for approval and recommendation to
the City Council for final consideration.

ALTERNATIVES:
.
1) Follow staff’s recommendation to hear a presentation by Boy Scout Riley Betita on

potential options for the placement of a play structure in the Village of Arroyo Grande
and provide staff and to Riley Betita with direction to bring this matter back for future
consideration

2) Recommend against the placement of a play structure in the Village Area;
3) Provide direction to staff.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:
Environmental review of not required at this time.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND COMMENT:
The agenda was posted on Friday, June 3, 2016. The agenda and staff report was
posted on the City’s website on Friday, June 3, 2016. No public comments were
received as of the time of preparation of this report.  
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ATTACHMENTS

1. Communication from Riley Betita to Geoff English dated April 20, 2016
2. Parks and Recreation Commission report- April 17, 2013
3. Village Playground location options- Aerial photo
4. Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes- April 17, 2013
5. Riley Betita Eagle Scout project documents (to be presented at the meeting)













































MEMORANDUM

TO: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

FROM: SHERIDAN BOHLKEN, RECREATION COORDINATOR

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM

DATE: JUNE 8, 2016

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended the Parks and Recreation Commission review and comment
on the Adopt-A-Park Program to enhance care for all City parks.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Unknown staff time will be needed to screen participants in addition to ongoing
monitoring of the program sites. The amount of staff time will be dependent on
the number of participants in the program. There is a potential cost for signage to
recognize groups and organizations for their work at designated locations.

BACKGROUND:
Since the reduction of Parks Maintenance Staff beginning in 2008, there has
been a need to assist with the maintenance of City Parks and green spaces.
Also, at the October 15, 2015 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, local
resident Drew Brandy recommended that the City of Arroyo Grande develop an
Adopt-A-Park program. Staff was directed to investigate this as a possible new
program. With the recent addition of Volunteer and Program Coordinator,
Sheridan Bohlken, the Recreation Services Department has moved ahead with
this concept and drafted a proposed Adopt-A-Park handbook. Sheridan has met
with Park Maintenance staff to identify tasks and projects that would enhance the
care of City parks, and could be accomplished by volunteers.

ANALYSIS OF ISSUES:
The Adopt-A-Park program is a valuable tool that can engage the public in civic
responsibility and help with improvements to City parks. Adopt-A-Park programs
are common and exist in many cities throughout California as well as nation-
wide.

The proposed Adopt-A-Park program offers local community members and
businesses the opportunity to assist city staff in the care of City parks and green
spaces. Several options are available depending on the needs of a particular
park or green space, and the interest of the volunteer or business.
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Program goals include:
- Engage local residents and businesses as partners with the City for the

betterment of public parks and green spaces
- Improve the overall look and functionality of the City’s parks and green

spaces

ALTERNATIVES:
This is a review and comment item only.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND COMMENTS:

ATTACHMENTS
1. Adopt-A-Park Handbook - DRAFT




























